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Chairman's Address
It’s with great honor as the new chairman to be writing this address for
the 2022 breed yearbook. First and foremost I would like to thank our
outgoing chairman Declan Miley for all his hardwork and dedication to
this society over the past number of years.
This is a very special and important year for the Belclare society as we celebrate our 40th year
in existence. Over the past 40 years there have been a lot of good developments and there
have also been some tough times but the Belclare society has stayed strong and remained one
of the top breeds nationally. To celebrate our 40th year the society is holding a special in-lamb
hogget sale on the 22nd October in Tullamore mart.
With summer upon us and covid at bay it’s great to see all the shows back up and running, so
our Belclare sheep are on display again. Our breed held their national championships in
Athenry on May last, we had a great turnout and produced some outstanding classes of sheep.
The All-Ireland championships will be held in Mullingar on the 10th of July. Our annual premier
sale will be back again in Cillin Hill Kilkenny on the 2nd August. I have no doubt the upcoming
shows/sales will be a great opportunity for us to showcase to all farmers what the Belclare
sheep have to offer.
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and say a sincere thank you to the
committee members for all the work they do, it doesn't go unnoticed. My new role has been
made easier with the help and support of the committee and fellow breeders and this I
appreciate.
The society would also like to say a huge thank you to all our sponsors, our Main sponsor
Bimeda for continuing to support us as to keep our successful society going.
Finally I hope you enjoy a read through the 2022 yearbook and hope it brings back great
memories of the past 40 years and encourages new farmers to use Belclare sheep in their flock.
Should you require any further information about the breed please feel free to contact
either myself or breed secretary Michael Neenan
Barry Cunningham
Chairman
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Upcoming Belclare Sheep Society Events
Bimeda All-Ireland Championships
On the 10th of July all roads lead to the Mullingar Agricultural Show.With Restrictions
thankfully Lifted all the breeders will be out in force trying to win a coveted
All-Ireland.With multiple classes on show it is an event not to be missed.

The Premier Sale
The annual Belclare Premier Sale takes place on Tuesday August 2nd this year at
Kilkenny Mart. Judging will commence at 10.30am with the sale set to take place at
1pm. Rams will be sold first followed by ewes. As always there will be a large selection
of some of the best Belclare Ram lambs and Shearling Rams on offer as well as an
array of Shearling Ewes

The National Ploughing Championships
The 2022 National Ploughing Championships will take place in Ratheniska, Co. Laois
,running for three days from the 20th to 22nd of September. The Belclare Society will
have a stand in the NSBA tunnel for the duration of the event with pedigree rams and
ewe lambs as well as cross bred shearling ewes and ewe lambs on display. Members of
the Belclare Society will also be on hand to answer any questions you may have about
the breed
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Belclare sheep: origins and development
J P Hanrahan
sjohanrahan@gmail.com

The Belclare breed emerged from the sheep genetics programme that was established
by The Agricultural Institute (An Foras Talúntais) in the 1960s. The information available
at that time showed that the average number of lambs reared per ewe in lowland sheep
flocks in Ireland was about 1.20 compared with 1.50 for lowland flocks in Britain (~25%
higher). It was known that litter size has a major effect on the biological efficiency of
lamb production (weight of lamb weaned divided by weight of food consumed by ewe
and her lamb(s)); 40% greater for a ewe that reared 2 lambs compared to a ewe
producing a single. It was also known, from farm accounts, that an increase of 0.1 in
lambs reared per ewe joined increased gross margin per ewe by 11%. Thus, a major
focus of the sheep genetics programme was to identify ways to enable a rapid
improvement in litter size, thus the number of lambs reared per ewe joined. A specific
aim set out in 1962 was to ‘combine the desirable features’ of animals ‘with useful
characteristics’ into a new strain ‘so that it is uniform and highly productive’.
The Belclare breed was the eventual realization of this objective. The animals ‘with
useful characteristics’ that were identified, through the genetics research programme
came from the following sources:
1. A High Fertility line developed in the late 1960s from foundation ewes that
had given birth to 4 or more lambs or had produced 9 or more lambs over 3
consecutive seasons, and were sourced from farms throughout the country,
regardless of breed type.
2. A Fingalway flock developed from crossing the Galway breed with Finnish
Landrace sheep imported in 1966.
3. Lleyn sheep derived from foundation animals selected for high litter size from
recorded flocks of the breed in Caernarfonshire and Anglesey in north Wales.
4. A line of Finnish Landrace sheep developed by selection for high ovulation
rate.
5. Texel sheep.
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The contribution of the various breeds to the composition of the Belclare has been estimated
from pedigree information and is shown in Table 1. The small contributions attributed to
Cheviot, Suffolk and Border Leicester originated from the High Fertility line as did the

‘unknown’ breed. The latter reflects the fact that the breed composition of some High
Fertility foundation stock was not fully known.

Table 1: Genetic composition of Belclare sheep

Steps in developing the Belclare
The Galway was the predominant lowland breed in Ireland in the 1960s. A Galway Breed
Improvement Scheme was initiated in 1969, in collaboration with breed society and some
non-registered Galway sheep breeders, to increase litter size by selection. At the same time
research had shown that the cross between the Galway and Finnish Landrace breeds yielded a
large increase in litter size compared to the purebred Galway. This led to the development of an
interbred flock of Finn×Galway (Fingalway) sheep for research purposes, and to on-farm
production and evaluation of Finn×Galway ewes by participants in the Galway Breed
Improvement Scheme. Fingalway rams were offered for sale at the Athenry sales of the Galway
Sheep Breeders’ Society in 1972, 1973 and 1974 and a Western Sheep Breeders’ Co-op (WSBD)
was established in 1974 in Co. Roscommon, whose aim was to actively develop the production
and use of ¼Finn×¾Galway ewes as the basis for sheep farming in the region. The
¼Finn×¾Galway was described as an “Improved Galway” and was evaluated under commercial
conditions at the Blindwell test farm of An Foras Talúntais between 1977 and 1980. The
evaluation showed that the number of lambs reared per ewe joined was 0.29 greater for Improved
Galway ewes than for contemporary Suffolk-cross ewes, and 0.32 greater than for Galway ewes.
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Experience during the initial years of the promotion of Fingalway rams as sires of flock
replacements led to the realization that there was significant farmer reluctance to use Fingalway
rams, related to concerns about animal appearance (type), especially fleece characteristics, and
variability. This led, in 1975, to an investigation of the Lleyn breed, local at the time to
Caernarfonshire in north-west Wales. The Meat and Livestock Commission in Britain facilitated
access to data on individual ewe performance records from Lleyn flocks; analyses of these data
led to the importation of a highly selected (on litter size) set of ewes (n=13) and rams (n=4) in
1976. It was estimated that the genetic merit of the progeny of these foundation stock was 2.4 for
litter size. The small flock developed from this foundation was crossed with the Fingalway and
High Fertility research flocks and the progeny were then interbred and evaluated. The product of
this combination of genetic material became known as the Belclare Improver. The goal was an
average litter size of at least 2.1, so that ewes sired by rams of the composite breed would have
the genetic capacity to yield an average litter size of 1.8 under typical farm conditions. The
performance of Belclare Improver ewes in the research flock at Belclare met this target, which
was also achieved under commercial conditions at the Blindwell test farm where their average
litter size for 1981 to 1984 was also 2.1. Over the same period, at Blindwell, ewes sired by
Belclare Improver rams out of Galway and Cheviot dams averaged 1.81. These daughters of
Belclare Improver rams ewes were referred to as ‘Improved Galway’ and ‘Improved Cheviot’,
respectively. A similar performance was recorded for these ewe types was recorded on 8 farms in
Galway/Roscommon and on 6 farms in Co. Wicklow. The superiority of Improved Cheviot ewes
over the widely used Suffolk×Cheviot was demonstrated at the Knockbeg sheep unit where litter
size averaged 2.0 versus 1.75 for adult ewes in 1990 with corresponding values of 1.86 and 1.59
for the number of lambs reared per ewe joined.
The output being delivered by the “Improved” ewe types at Blindwell and in commercial flocks,
and the improving prospects for the sheep industry at the time, led to a surge in the number of
requests received at Belclare Research Center for Belclare Improver rams. Such was the demand
that a limited available number of rams were sold, by lottery, over the years 1980 to 1985. The
applicants came from all over the country; every county, except Donegal, Sligo and Limerick,
was represented in the destination of these rams. Because of the interest that had developed, the
limited size of the research flock and the desire to enable interested farmers to meet the demand,
ewes and ewe lambs from the research flock were sold in 1983 and 1984 to 14 farmers who
undertook to produce ram lambs for sale. The Belclare Sheep Breed Society emerged from this
group in 1985; the number of breeders had increased to 33 in 1989. The average litter size for
Belclare ewes in these flocks over the period 1985 to 1989 was 2.04.
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The final phase in the development of the Belclare breed involved the infusion of Texel genes driven by evidence from research in An Foras
Talúntais and elsewhere that this breed had less
carcass fat than many other breeds, combined
with good carcass conformation. In addition it
had an appearance that was compatible with the
Belclare but prolificacy that was akin to that of
the Galway. The infusion was enabled, without
detriment to prolificacy, by a line of Finn sheep
(Finn OR) that had been under selection for
increased ovulation rate since 1976. The
objective was to increase ovulation rate so that
the proportion ofFinn ancestry required for a
‘specific increase in ovulation rate’ in a cross with a low-prolificacy breed, such as the Texel,
would be halved.

This target was reached in the mid 1980s and the evaluation of ¾Texel×¼Finn OR ewes began in
1987/88. The first ewes representing the cross of Belclare Improver with ¾Texel×¼Finn OR rams
were born in 1989 and this combination was referred to as “Mark-2 Belclare”. The results
showed that the infusion of the ¾Texel×¼Finn OR genetic material did not adversely affect
reproductive performance. The conversion of Belclare ewes in breeders’ flocks to “Mark-2
Belclare” began in 1990 following discussions with the Breed Society, who selected a panel of
¾Texel×¼Finn OR rams for use on members’ flocks. This process was continued until all flocks
were enabled to exploit the new genetic material. This represented the end of the formal process
of Belclare breed establishment. The recorded information on litter size between 1993 and 2007
is plotted in the Figure 1 and shows clearly that the average for of pedigree flocks is close to 2.1.
The process of converting the flocks of the breed society members to the Mark-2 type Belclare
was essentially complete by 1996.

Conclusion
The evidence outlined in the foregoing indicates how the objective (set out in 1962) to ‘combine
the desirable features’ of animals ‘with useful characteristics’ into a new strain ‘so that it is
uniform and highly productive’ was delivered. It should be evident from this account that the
development of the Belclare to its present position in the national sheep industry would not have
been possible wit
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Premier Sale Report 2021
Record prices at the Belclare Sheep premier sale
The Belclare Sheep Society held its premier sale at Cillin Hill, Kilkenny on Tuesday 4 August.
Record prices were achieved with the previous record been surpassed on two occasions

Champions
Tasked with judging was Sheena Mc Carty. The supreme champion was awarded to lot 74,
Tubber Golden, a ram lamb from the flock of Liam and Eoin Dunne. This is the second time the
Tubber Flock won overall champion in the past 3 years. This super ram lamb sold at €550.
Second prize went to the esteemed Knockcroghery flock of Declan, Mark and Joe Miley. This
was awarded to lot 96, a super lamb with great style and power. The yellow rosette went to John
Mctigue’s lot 105, Ballynulty Garcia which was sired by Violet Hill Eurylochus and from a
homebred ewe.
The champion shearling ram, went to lot 7, Coolkellure Fidal, which was shown by Declan, Mark
and Joe Miley. Sired by Knockcroghery Eldorado the hammer fell at €800.
The second prize was awarded to Tim Keady, lot 10 who would later go on to steal the show in
the sales ring. The yellow rosette in the shearling ram section also went to Tim Keady, lot 13,
Oltore Fantastic.

(Record Breaker Oltore Fred With Breeder Tim Keady Sold For 3700 euro)
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Ram Lambs
Securing top price in the ram lamb section was the Kilmeany Flock of Larry Barret.
Sired by Silverbrook Fabio from a homebred ewe, Kilmeany Ganger, a stylish ram,
boasted €star values of top 1% and top 11% for replacement and terminal indexes
respectively. After a lot of intense bidding, both online and ringside the hammer fell at
€3,100, a new breed record for a ram lamb.
The second highest price in the ram lamb section was Knockcroghery Gram from the
flock of Declan, Mark and Joe Miley in Co Roscommon. This ram had earlier secured
Reserve Champion in the show. The hammer fell at €1700. This marks the last premier
sale for the knockcroghery flock as it is due to be dispersed on the 13th of November.
Closely following up on this was lot 99, Coolgarragh Gio, bred by Liam Delaney
Ballylinan, Co Kildare. This ram also had power and length. The hammer fell at €1600.
Both John Mctigue, Mayo and Jeramiah Anthony Collins, Cork secured €1300 for the
top rams from their Ballynulty and Level Crossing flocks respectively.

(Judge Sheena McCarthy,Eoin Dunne and liam Dunne with the Supreme
Champion Tubber Golden)
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Sales
There was a big interest from breeders with 9 rams achieving four-figure sums,
considerably higher than last year. The sale could have been done with some more
commercial famers. Saying that, the clearance was 70% at an average of €650.
Attendees did not have to wait long for the records to be broken as lot 10, a shearling
ram, Oltore Fred, from the Oltore flock sold for €3,700 when the hammer fell. This
stylish ram created a lot of interest prior to the sale. Oltore Fred was bred by Tim Keady
who runs the Oltore Flock in Caherlistrane, Co Galway. Oltore Fred had power, length
and conformation and €star values top €7.49 (top 3%) and €1.32 (top 16%) for
Replacement and Terminal indexes, respectively. After rapid bidding George Chandler
dropped the hammer at €3,700. This record price follows on from the previous record of
€3000 set in 2019 by a ram from the Tubber flock of Liam and Eoin Dunne. The
successful bidders were Christopher McLaughlin and Liam and JJ McDermott from the
Beltra and Glenagivey flocks in Donegal.

(Champion Tubber Golden and Reserve Champion Knockcroghery Gram)
(With Liam&Eoin Dunne,Judge Sheena McCarthy and Declan Miley)

Ewes
Judge Sheena McCarty awarded her female champion to a ewe hogget from the Oltore
Flock of Tim Keady. The ewe was sired by Alloon Elong from a home bred ewe. The
Oltore flock was also awarded the yellow rosette for a hogget ewe sired by Oltore Elvis
from a homebred ewe.The reserve female champion was awarded to a ewe hogget
from the Coolkellure Flock of Michael Gottstein. She was sired by Cahergal Cassidy
from a homebred ewe.
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Mighty Oak From Tiny
Acorns!
Sheep Ireland was established to increase the profitability of the Irish Sheep Industry via improved
genetics. Accomplishing this would not be possible without the engagement of pedigree breeders and the
support of all the Pedigree societies. The results of this work can now be seen. Research has shown that
by consistently selecting 5 Star rams to breed your replacement females and factory lambs, flocks could
increase their profitability by up to €5/ewe/year.
2021 was a strong year for the Belclare as the breed continues to grow, with the society now totalling 79
breeders. The increase in the number of breeders is also affecting the size of the breed, with over 3000
lambs' birth notified in 2021 (A 3X increase in ten years).
The Belclare Sheep Society has always been an industry leader in breed improvement, with performance
recording at the breed's core. This is clear when looking at the participation rate within LambPlus. In
2021, 100% of the lamb's birth notified came from performance recording flocks. This is compared to the
industry average of 83%.
The rate of genetic gain within the Belclare breed is also above the industry average. In the past 10 years,
the Belcares have gained €1.73 on the Replacement Index versus the other major breeds, who in the same
time have gained €1.22.
We are also encouraging more commercial farmers to performance record their flocks. This will help
them to identify their under-performing ewes/rams (The passengers), and the data will feedback to the
national evaluation resulting in more accurate stars for everyone the following year. With the Sheep
Ireland app it has never been easier to do. Get in contact with Sheep Ireland today if you are interested.
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Genomics
Over recent years the number of genotyped sheep has risen steadily, and there are now over 63 thousand
genotyped animals on the Sheep Ireland database, of which four thousand are purebred Belclare animals
which is very impressive in relation to the size of the flock book. Genomics allows breeders to test for
several things at once
·

Parentage: On average, over the last six years, 1 in every 16 Belclare lambs tested for parentage had
an incorrect sire assigned. This is significantly reduced from pre-2016 levels which in turn increases
the quality of the breeds evaluations.

·

Scrapie: Every animal tested with Sheep Ireland also receives a Scrapie genotype result. If the animal
is fully parentage verified, this result can be used for export purposes.

·

Genomic Evaluations: We can tell a lot about an animal by looking at its DNA. This is why after an
animal has been genotyped, the accuracy of its €uro-Stars can increase by 15-20%. This results in
fewer €uro-Star movements as the animal goes through its lifetime.

Genomics Subsidy
The Belclare Sheep Societyhas provided a €10 subsidy towards genotyping to Pedigree femalesfor a
number of years. A direct result of this is that 99% and 71% of the Belclares born in 2021 were bred from
rams and ewes, respectively, that were genomically tested. This further demonstrates the breed's
commitment to the integrity of the flockbook and breed improvement. Furthermore, the LambPlus
subsidy of €9.50 also available to LambPlus breeders means that breeders can now genotype their females
for only €5 per ewe, which is sensational value. Every Belclare breeder should avail of this offer and start
building towards a fully genomically tested flock over the coming years if not completed already.

All performance recorded Belclare ram lambs can be found on www.ramsearch.ie, or via the
Sheep Ireland website. In addition, you can find all the details of the ram (i.e. Parentage,
breeding values) and the breeder's contact details. This allows farmers to seek out the best
genetics available early in the season and to have the first pick.
ManyBelclare rams will also be present at the Sheep Ireland Elite €uroStar Multi Breed
Ram Sale, which takes place this year on Saturday 27th August, in Tullamore Mart.
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2022 Belclare National Championship
Athenry Agricultural Show provided the setting for the 2022 Bimeda Belclare Sheep Society’s
National finals. A fine display of Belclares were produced on the day.A beautiful selection of high
quality sheep taking part making Judge Pat Olivers’s job very difficult.
Claiming top spot in the Ewe lamb class was Liam and Eoin Dunne Tubber Flock with a
homebred ewe lamb that ticked all the boxes. This ewe lamb later went on to be awarded the
Reserve Champion Belclare .

The Dunne`s flock also took top honors in the senior Ewe class. This classy Ewe claimed the
Supreme Champion on the day to make it a great day for the Tubber Flock.

Sonny Jennings Cahergal`s Flock claimed first in the hogget ewe .Pat Oliver`s gave Sonny`s
Cahergal`s Flock another Class first.When he awarded Sonny`s ram lamb first in class.

In the hogget ram class Tim Keady`s Oltore Flock took top prize and Tim wasn't finished as his
Oltore Flock also picked up top spot in the Aged Ram Section.

Shane Jennings Bimeda,Eoin and Liam Dunne and Judge Pat Oliver
With The Reserve and The Supreme Champion
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Effect of ewe genotype on ewe productivity and lifetime performance
Dr Tim Keady
Animal and Grassland Research and Innovation Center,
Teagasc, Athenry, Co Galway.
Introduction
A key factor influencing profitability from prime lamb production is ewe productivity, which is primarily
a reflection of the number of lambs weaned per ewe joined. The factors influencing ewe productivity are
litter size, the proportion of ewes joined that actually produce lambs, and lamb survival.
Ewe productivity has remained relatively static, at approximately 1.3 lambs weaned per ewe joined, on
Irish lowland farms for the last 30 to 40 years. This lack of improvement is most probably attributable to
the absence of significant increase in the use of more prolific ewe genotypes. Currently, 73% of lowland
ewes have been sired by one of the three main terminal sire breeds (Suffolk, Texel and Charollais), and
two of these breeds have inherently low productivity. Suffolk and Suffolk-cross ewes account for 55% of
lowland ewes. The Belclare breed accounts for the sire of 10% of ewes in lowland flocks.
Since the costs involved in sheep production are attributable primarily to the ewe, rather than to her
lambs, production cost per lamb can be reduced by increasing the number of lambs produced per ewe
lifetime. The number of lambs reared per ewe lifetime are influenced by ewe prolificacy (ewe genotype).
Effect of ewe genotype
A number of studies have been undertaken by Teagasc at Athenry, and previously at Belclare, Blindwell
and Knockbeg, to evaluate the effect of ewe genotype on ewe productivity. These studies were initiated in
the 1980’s and completed in 2006. In these studies crossbred ewes were out of either Scottish Blackface
or Cheviot dams and were sired by rams from a range of breeds. The resultant female progeny were
retained for at least 3 production cycles, i.e., had an opportunity to produce 3 litters. The crossbred ewes
were managed in lowland grass-based systems for prime lamb production. The results of these studies are
summarized in Table 1. The number of lambs reared per ewe joined varied among genotypes by up to
0.44 lambs, equivalent in value to approximately €65. The ewe genotypes that reared the highest number
of lambs per ewe joined were the Belclare-X and the Charollais-X. Relative to Belclare-X ewes Suffolk-X
and Texel-X ewes reared 0.21 fewer lambs per ewe joined.
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Table 1. Effect of ewe genotype on ewe productivity (lambs reared per ewe joined)
Breed of sire of ewe

Lambs reared /ewe joined

Belclare

1.70

Charollais

1.66

Blue Leicester

1.55

Vendeen

1.51

Bleue du Maine

1.51

Border Leicester

1.51

Texel

1.49

Suffolk

1.49

Rouge de l’Ouest

1.37

Galway

1.35

Charmoise

1.27

Cheviot

1.26

(Source: after Hanrahan and Keady 2014)
Athenry study
A recent study, just completed, was designed to evaluate the effects of ewe genotype ( 75% Suffolk,
Belclare×Suffolk and purebred Belclare) on the lifetime performance. The 75% Suffolk was included in
the study as over half of the national flock comprises Suffolk types while the Belclare was chosen because
of its proven high productivity. The Belclare and Belclare×Suffolk ewes were born at Athenry while the
‘ 75%’ Suffolk ewes were purchased off farms in Galway, Mayo and Roscommon. All ewes were March
born and managed as one group from 4 months of age, and were retained until they died or were culled
for natural reasons (mastitis, udder, teeth, condition, prolapse etc. but not for being barren). Ewes were
joined with Charollais sires to avoid maternal and terminal breed confounding and to maximize hybrid
vigor.
Ewe lambs were joined with rams to produce their first litter at 1 year of age. Ewes were housed in
mid-December, shorn and offered grass silage-based diets. The quantity of concentrate offered during late
pregnancy depended on expected litter size and grass silage feed value. Ewes were put to pasture
immediately post lambing. Ewes rearing singles or twins, and their lambs, did not receive concentrate
supplementation. Ewes rearing triplets received 0.5 kg concentrate daily for 5 weeks post lambing and
their lambs had access to 0.3 kg concentrate daily until weaning. Ewes lambing at one year of age, and
their lambs, were managed as described for triplet rearing ewes. Concentrate was removed at weaning.
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The effect of ewe genotype on ewe and lamb performance when lambing at 1 year, 2 years and as mature
ewes is presented in Table 2.
Ewe lambs:
Belclare ewe lambs had a higher litter size than the Belclare×Suffolk and 75% Suffolk genotypes and
reared an extra 0.16 and 0.35 lambs per ewe joined relative to Belclare×Suffolk and >75% Suffolk
genotypes, respectively. Mean carcass weight of the lambs at slaughter was 20.5 kg. Lambs from
Belclare×Suffolk ewes were slaughtered at a younger age probably associated with hybrid vigour.
Table 2: Effect of ewe genotype on performance as ewe lambs, at 2 years and as mature ewes
Age
at
lambing
1 year old Litter size

2 years

3 years

Belclare

Ewe genotype
Belclare×Suffolk

1.65

1.41

>75%
Suffolk
1.26

Lambs reared/ewe joined

1.2

1.0

0.8

Lamb weaning weight (kg)

29.0

31.9

30.9

Lamb age at slaughter (days)

207

190

201

Litter size

1.90

1.84

1.59

Lambs reared/ewe joined

1.61

1.59

1.36

Lamb weaning weight (kg)

30.0

30.9

29.6

Lamb age at slaughter (days)

203

201

204

Litter size

2.02

2.12

1.77

Lambs reared/ewe joined

1.62

1.75

1.34

Lamb weaning weight (kg)

33.9

35.0

33.7

171

164

177

Lifetime number of lambings

Lamb age at slaughter (days)

3.5

3.8

3.6

Lifetime number of lambs reared

6.0

6.7

5.3
(Keady 2022)

2 years of age: When lambing at 2 years of age Belclare and Belclare×Suffolk ewes reared 0.25 and 0.23
more lambs per ewe joined, respectively, than 75% Suffolk ewes. Ewe genotype had no effect on lamb
performance from birth to slaughter. Mean carcass weight of the lambs at slaughter and age at slaughter
were 20.6 kg and 202 days, respectively.
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Adult ewes: When lambing as adult ewes (3 years and older) Belclare and Belclare×Suffolk ewes were
more prolific, rearing an extra 0.28 and 0.41 lambs/ewe joined relative to the 75%Suffolk genotype.
Mean lamb carcass weight and age at slaughter were 21.4 kg and 171 days respectively. Lambs from the
75% Suffolk ewes were 13 and 6 days older at slaughter than lambs from Belclare and Belclare×Suffolk
ewes.
Lifetime performance: Ewe genotype had little impact on the number of lambings although that for the
Belclare×Suffolk was highest. However, ewe genotype had a major impact on the number of lambs reared
during their lifetime. Relative to the >75% Suffolk ewes, the Belclare×Suffolk ewes reared an additional
1.4 lambs.

Conclusions
Belclare-cross ewes have a higher prolificacy than a wide selection of other crossbred types
Use of Belclare sires increased lifetime lamb output by 25% equivalent to approximately €200
The results show clearly that using a Belclare ram on Suffolk-type ewes, found a large proportion
of lowland farms, will yield flock replacements with a vastly increased productivity throughout
their lifetime
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Reeling In The Years
The Old,the new and Mike

Outgoing Chair Declan Miley,Secretary Mike Neenan,Incoming Chair Barry Cunningham

The All Stars

The Renehans Hard at Work
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The Dream Team

Declan Miley,President of the Ploughing Anna May McHugh and Mick Neenan

Looking Well John

The late Mary Joe O`Dea and John Renehan
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Trouble?

The Society's President Eunan Bannon and Two female Gardai
The Next Generation Of Coolgarragh

Fergal Delaney at The Tullamore Show
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Eunan Bannon`s
Testimony of a Pedigree Belclare Breeder
Born into a farming family I bought my first ewe in 1953. From then on I have always kept
sheep. No particular breed was bought, instead priority was given to how much money could be
made from them. The crop of lambs was never great, the most ever in a year was 1.5 lambs per
ewe.
In 1979 an article appeared inviting farmers to a launch by Belclare Research Center about a
sheep with a gene passed on by a ram to his female progeny to facilitate the production of up to
30% more eggs for fertilization than their dams. Dr Seamus Hanrahan explained how this
worked at the launch which I attended.
It was not until 1986 that I bought my first such ram. I kept 40 females and bred their first crop
as hoggets in 1988. The result was 39 doubles and 1 single. Later that year I joined the society
and have been breeding Pedigree Belclare ever since. I cannot be more pleased because of the
greater number of quality lambs available for sale each year from then onward.

Eunan`s Slanemore Hill Flock
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Commercial Testimonial:
Brian Nicholson
Bord Bia Ambassador

Brian Nicholson runs a 900-Ewe Flock of mainly Belclare-Texels,with lleyns,Suffolk and
easycare also on his 72 hectare farm in Johnstown County Kilkenny.
Brian runs a midseason lambing flock commencing lambing on the first week of March and
finishing the second week of April.The Farm runs a low-cost-grass-based paddock
system.whereby paddocks are grazed for 3 to 5 day intervals.This ensures high quality grass is
always available to lambs and allows brian to finish the majority of his lambs off grass
alone.Lambs are sold to factory from the start of june with the aim of having all lambs finished
by December.`With the Higher Prolificacy of Belclare Sheep I have a greater number of Lambs
to go to the factory,with this increasing my overall profit per Ewe`
With staff getting very difficult to find,especially at lambing time,with such large numbers of Ewe
to lamb,lamb vigour and ease of lambing are critical.`The Belclare Breed have great mothering
abilities,are great milkers,are easy to lamb and the lambs are up quickly to suckle`
Brian Purchases Rams from Breeders directly or through the Sheep Ireland Sale.Since the
introduction of the Belclare Genetics into his flock Brian has increased his scanning rate from
1.5 to 2.02 over a 5 year period using Belclare Cross Ewes.Brian operates a closed Flock with
250 Homebred Ewe Lambs kept and Rams purchased when necessary.
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In Memory of PJ and Mary Joe O`Dea

On January 1st 2022 Patrick Joseph (PJ) O’Dea from Esker, Athenry, Co. Galway passed away at the
age of 83. He was predeceased by his wife Mary Joe O’Dea on August 29 th 2019 at the age of 80.
They were both very well known in farming circles for breeding both pedigree sheep and cattle
which were shown under the name of Esker Pedigrees. PJ and Mary Joe were passionate about
sheep farming and were always progressive in their farming practices. PJ was predominantly known
as a sheep man having served as the Galway rep for the IFA’s National Sheep Committee for many
years. He was also a founding member of the Belclare Sheep Society, having previously being
involved in the Teagasc trials that led to the breed's creation. At a meeting in Athlone on the 11th of
October 1985 PJ was elected as the society’s first Chairman.
PJ delighted in meeting new people and had a great recall to put a name to a face that he may
have met briefly, many years earlier. Typically, quiet spoken, he was never afraid to speak up if the
need arose, which wasn’t often if Mary Joe was there. Mary Joe was an active member of Macra na
Ferma and the IFA, including as the Farm Family rep for Co. Galway for a number of years. Always
ready to fight for farmer’s rights, she participated in many national protests and lobbied hard for
farming issues she is mostly remembered for her continual desire for things to be straight and
transparent and her quick wit if she ever needed to make a quick retort!
PJ and Mary Joe were always together at shows or sales and always enjoyed showing their sheep
up and down the country and meeting other farmers and debating the issues of the time.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a nanamacha dilse.

The late Mary Joe and Pj O'Dea

48

49

50

Sheep
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Sheep
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Society
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Addresses
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Reginald
Annette
Carginagh
Road,
Kilkeel,
Co.00447713152695
Down,
N Ireland
BT34
4QA
Reginald
Annette
106
Carginagh
Road,
Kilkeel,
Co. Down,
N Ireland
BT34
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rginagh Road,
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Co.106
Down,
N Ireland
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Ronald
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Co. Westmeath
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086-8552452
Roy
ButlerRoy
Streete,Streete,
Mullingar,
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Co. Cork
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Co. Galway087-2198913
al, Tuam,
Co. Galway
Emma
Jordan
Hillside,
Robinstown,
Duncormick,
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Henry
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Co. Donegal
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Conor McDonough
Daniel McKenna
Christopher McLaughlin
Gerry McMunn
John McTigue
Aine Milne
John Murphy
Frank Morrison
Anthony Nea
Michael Neenan
Paraic O’ Dea
Arthur O’ Riordan
Antaine Ó Sé
Elaine Quinn
John Renehan
Dwayne Shiels
Paul Smyth
Clement Stapleton
Teagasc
Dáire & Martin Warren
Michael Weston
Paddy & Cormac White
Liam & William Wixted
Padraig O’Connor
Clive Vance
David Craig
Julie Cowan
T.J. Keaveney
Aidan Murphy
Michael Mannion
Eric Aldridge
Tom Walsh,
Stuart McDonnell
Jonathan Duffy
Paul/ Bebhinn Daly
Justine O’Hara
Ciaran MacGearailt
Patrick/Francis Lively
Eoin McCambridge
Danielle Hazley

Milltown, Carndonagh, Co. Donegal
Pallas, Beaufort, Killarney, Co. Kerry
Beltra, Isle of Doagh, Clonmany, Co. Donegal
Caltragh, Dromard, Co. Sligo
Ballynulty, Cloghans Hill, Tuam, Co. Galway
Clonkelly, Birr, Co. Offaly
Ballinahinch Hse, Nicholastown, Kilcock, Co. Kildare
Cluntagh Hse, 68 Ballytrim Rd, Crossgar, Downpatrick, BT 30 9
Athenboy, Lismacaffrey, Co. Westmeath
Dromakee, Kilflynn, Tralee, Co. Kerry
Ard Grianan, Esker, Athenry, Co. Galway
Rathmore, Meanus, Co. Limerick
Smerwick, Ballyferriter, Tralí, Co. Kerry
Clooninsla, Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon
Violet Hill, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny
231 Ros Suilighe, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal
Aharney, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Cooleen, Silvermines, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
C/O Henry Walsh, Mellows Campus, Athenry, Co. Galway
Kildoney, Ballyshannon, Co. Donegal
Gortnakea, Dunmore, Co. Galway
Rathcarstown, Clonalvy, Co. Mayo
Barbane, Broadford, Co. Clare
Coars East, Caherciveen, Co. Kerry
Inver Glebe, Inver, Co. Donegal
Ballyboggan, Clonard, Co. Meath
Killoggy Castle, Ferns, Enniscorthy.Co. Wexford
Leekfield, Skreen, Co. Sligo
Crerogue, Kilmessan, Co. Meath
Ballybride, Roscommon
Rusheen, Riverstown, Co. Sligo
Ballydaniel, Ballymacoda,Co. Cork.
Priestown, Dunleer, Co. Louth
Cloonmorris,Barnacoda,Co.Leitrim
Ardglushin, Lisboduff, Cootehill. Co. Cavan
12E Vale Road, Greysteel, Co. Derry. BT47 3EE
Baile an Mhordaigh, Baile na nGall, Tra-Li, Co. Chiarrai
68, Newry Rd., Rathfriland, Co. Down. N. Ireland
75, Cushendall Rd., Ballycastle,Co. Antrim BT54 6QX
9, Keadymore Rd., Loughilly, Co.Armagh

086-1256303
086-6094915
086-0598243
087-2401817
087-9135865
085-7108490
087-2771595
00447909695014
087-1424216
087-2777721
085-7745928
087-2284668
087-2272145
086-3010409
086-8153324
086-7315358
087-6781673
085-1399530
087-7690677
087-9740089
087-6651198
086-8265606
085-2347078
087-6604747
086-8276575
085-7425304
087-9753075
089-7023221
085-1059422
087-1873668
083-1671476
083-8246473
086-8131730
087-7700081
086-8468922
00447544472068
086-3163300
00447936648495
00447808594557
00447860230384
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