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Low Volume: Only 9ml per 60kg
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Chairman’s Address
It gives me great honour to welcome you to our 2019 breed 
year book. As I sit down to compile this address, I feel that 
I am in a very privileged position, the breed is in its 37th 
year of existence, has gone from strength to strength and is 
now a breed which sits at the top table nationally.

I am urging sheep farmers to maximise profits and give 
yourselves the best possible opportunity to do so by intro-
ducing Belclare genetics to your flock. The benefits of the 

Belclare are in my view exactly what the current flock requires, where farmers 
can reduce labour while increasing numbers and quality and putting much 
needed money in their pockets. Farmers must note that you don’t have to 
sacrifice on carcass weight or quality when using a Belclare ram. Research 
shows the Belclare female is without doubt the best ewe type.

Summer signals the start of the showing season. Our breed All-Ireland this 
year is listed for the 8th of June at Collin Hill, Kilkenny in conjunction with the 
Red Mills NSBA championships. This event is a must attend for any sheep 
farmer. The event will have approximately 800-900 entries of the best ped-
igree and commercial sheep in the country. August 6th will see the Belclare 
society back in Cillin Hill, Kilkenny for the annual Premier Sale. Along with 
local shows, Tullamore Show, the National Ploughing Championships, these 
dates and locations provide you with a taste of the best genetics the breed 
has to offer and showcase to some farmers what they are missing out on by 
not using Belclare.

I once again would like to thank my fellow committee members and breeders 
who work tirelessly and whose valued assistance has Belclare’s grabbing the 
headlines throughout the year. Our society is hugely privileged to be associ-
ated with our sponsors, our main sponsor being Bimeda, without the help of 
all these companies our society would not be where it is today. THANK YOU.

Finally, I hope that each and every reader enjoys this publication. I appreci-
ate that this yearbook is informative but the REAL proof of the pudding is in 
the eating!! So do not let 2019 pass without introducing Belclare to YOUR 
flock.

Should you require any further information about the breed please feel free 
to contact either myself or breed secretary Michael Neenan.

Keep a closed flock – use a Belclare ram.

Declan Miley
Chairman
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Upcoming Belclare Society Events

Bimeda All-Ireland Championships
For the second consecutive year the Belclare All-Ireland Championships will 
be held at the NSBA Championships at Cillin Hill Co. Kilkenny on Saturday 
June 8th. These Championships will be the biggest sheep event in Ireland in 
2019 and one not to be missed.

For the first time the Shearling Ram class will act as a qualifier for the 
Belclare Premier Sale, with the first three prize winners gaining an addition-
al entry into the sale, which should ensure an ultra-competitive class.

Premier Sale
The annual Belclare Premier Sale takes place on Tuesday August 6th this 
year at Kilkenny Mart. Judging will commence at 12pm with the sale set to 
take place at 2pm. Rams will be sold first followed by ewes. As always there 
will be a large selection of some of the best Belclare Ram lambs and Shear-
ling Rams on offer as well as an array of Shearling Ewes.

National Ploughing Championships
The 2019 National Ploughing Championships will take place in Ballintrane, 
Fenagh, Co. Carlow for the first time, running for three days from the 17th 
to 20th September. The Belclare Society will have a stand in the NSBA tun-
nel for the duration of the event with pedigree rams and ewe lambs as well 
as cross bred shearling ewes and ewe lambs on display. Members of the 
Belclare Society will also be on hand to answer any questions you may have 
about the breed.



Lamb Koftas with Cherry Tomato 
and Cucumber Salad

Serves: 4
Time: 40 minutes

Koftas
• 500g lean lamb mince
• 1 teasp. ground cumin
• 1 teasp. ground coriander
• 2 scallions, finely chopped
• 1 red chilli, finely chopped
• 1 garlic clove, peeled and chopped
• 1 tablesp. mint leaves, chopped
• 1 tablesp. coriander leaves, chopped
• 30g breadcrumbs
• 1 egg
• Salt and freshly milled black pepper
• 1 tablesp. rapeseed or olive oil

Salad
• Juice of ½ a lime
• 1 tablesp. olive oil
• 1 teasp. ground cumin
• 500g cherry tomatoes, quartered
• 1 medium cucumber, peeled, halved, 

seeds removed and thinly sliced
• A handful of rocket heaves

Hummus
• 400g tin of chickpeas, drained and 

rinsed
• 1 tablesp. light tahini
• 2 tablesp. olive oil
• Juice of 1 lemon
• 1 garlic clove peeled and chopped
• 1 teasp. ground cumin

To serve: 4 x pitta/flatbreads, warmed

To make the koftas: Place all the 
ingredients, except the oil, in a large 
bowl and mix well.  With damp hands 
shape them into small meatballs, about 
2-3cm in diameter.  Place them on a tray 
in the fridge to rest while you make the 
salad.

To make the salad: Place the lime 
juice, oil and cumin in a bowl and stir 
to combine.  Add in the tomatoes, 
cucumber and rocket leaves.  Mix well 
and season with salt and black pepper.

To make the hummus: Place all the 
ingredients in a food processor and 
whizz until smooth.  Taste and season. 
If you like it a thinner consistency add a 
few tablespoons of water.

To cook the koftas: Heat the oil in 
a large frying pan over a high heat. 
Cook the koftas in batches, turning 
occasionally, for 6-8 minutes or until 
golden and cooked through.

To serve: Serve the koftas with the 
salad, hummus and pitta bread.

 
TUBBER FLOCK 
 
 
 
 Prize winning flock 
 Large flock – 50 ewes 
 National champion of the breed 2017 with our 

stock ram 
 Very well located in the centre of Ireland 
 Participants in Sheep Ireland Lamb Plus breed 

improvement programme 
 Males and Females always for 

sale  
  Twitter @tubber   belclare  
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Breeding for high output in Co. Galway

John & Patrick O’Shaughnessy

Damian Costello, Sheep Specialist, Teagasc Animal & Grassland Research & 
Innovation Programme, Mellows Centre, Athenry

Introduction

John and Patrick O’Shaughnessy farm in a registered farm partnership 
agreement in Mirah, Turloughmore, Co Galway. A mature commercial flock 
of 200 ewes and 50 yearling lambing ewe hoggets are run alongside a spring 
calving suckler-to-weanling herd. The farm comprises good free draining 
loam soil and is all in one block. There has been a focus in recent years in 
improving grassland management. The farm is now split into 26 permanent 
grazing divisions with good use also made of temporary electric netting 
and wire to provide further subdivisions. Stocking rate (number of ewes per 
hectare) and number of lambs weaned per ewe have been continually shown 
by Teagasc research to be two key drivers of profitability in sheep farming 
systems. The father and son partnership is ticking both boxes of output per 
ewe and output per hectare, regularly weaning up to 22 lambs per hectare 
at a stocking rate of 12.5 ewes/ha. The technical efficiency achieved by the 
O’Shaughnessy’s is reflected in the fact that their performance finds them 
consistently in the top third financially based on the Teagasc eProfit monitor 
analysis for both the sheep and the beef enterprises.

Sheep Breeding Programme

A combination of utilising prolific genetics and implementing good man-
agement practices has witnessed output from the flock rising significantly 
in recent years. Belclare rams have been used to breed replacements for sev-
eral years resulting in a very prolific flock. All mature ewes lamb compactly 
from early March and scan on average 2.1 lambs per ewe to the ram with the 
ewe lambs scanning around 1.7 lambs per ewe lamb mated. “We select 60 to 
65 of our best performing ewes each year and breed them to a Belclare ram” 
John explains. “We identify potential replacements at birth and they receive 
a management tag which usually gives us an adequate group to further se-
lect from at weaning”. The remainder of the mature ewe flock are turned out 
to Charolais and Texel terminal sires.

Ewe Lamb Flock

Breeding commences in the ewe lamb flock in early November where they are 
mated with Charolais sires for lambing ease. The ram effect is used to good 
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effect with the ewe lamb flock achiev-
ing a high lambing rate in the first three 
weeks. John and Patrick are adamant that 
their breed of ewe lamb must weigh in at 
a minimum of 45kg and preferably be 
50kg bodyweight at mating. Depending 
on grass supply and weather conditions 
ewe lambs may receive a low level of con-
centrate supplementation (300g/head/
day) for 6 – 8 weeks pre-mating to ensure 
they are in optimum condition for breed-
ing. “This is a relatively small cost to the 
system and can be easily justified given 
the level of output being produced. The 
ewe lambs continue to be managed as 
a group of their own right up until these 
sheep join the main flock at next year’s 
breeding” Patrick points out. This allows 
them to be given preferential treatment 
from a nutritional viewpoint with the em-
phasis on ensuring that lifetime perfor-
mance is not compromised. 

Dealing with surplus lambs

The O’Shaughnessy’s acknowledge the 
importance of having a definite plan for 
dealing with the surplus lambs that arise 
with high litter sizes. “We assess the 
ewe’s ability to successfully rear three 
lambs” Patrick explains. “Where this is 
deemed possible they are turned out in 
a separate group with supplementary 
concentrates offered to ewes for a peri-
od at grass and lambs are given access 
to a creep feeder from an early age. It’s a 
similar regime to the yearling ewes that 
are rearing lambs”. The second option 
is cross fostering a lamb onto a single 
bearing ewe. “It doesn’t always work out 
but we’ve had lots of practice at fostering 
over the years” John remarks. “We gener-
ally end up with only a small number of 
pet lambs” he concludes.
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Corofin Show

The 2018 showing season for the Belclare breeders kicked off at Corofin 
Show on Sunday, where the miserable weather did little to deter breeders, 
who produced a quality display of sheep.

Tim Keady got his season off to a good start when producing the winner of 
the hogget ram and upwards class. This winning hogget ram, saw off older 
opposition when making his first appearance in the show ring here, and 
should prove hard to beat for the remainder of the season especially when 
dropped back against his own age group. Second place went the way of Jim-
my Hannons stock ram RL142335, a former Premier Sale Champion Hogget 
Ram, while the third place went the way of another Rathkenty bred ram this 
time shown by breeders Richard and John Lalor.

Keady also took the first prize in the hogget ewe and upwards class, where 
after much deliberation the judge awarded the red rosette to his four-year-
old ewe. Second place in this class went to a hogget ewe from Richard and 
John Lalor., who again should prove competitive when dropped back against 
her own age group.  

The ram lamb class proved to be a very competitive heat. Despite the harsh 
spring these lambs had grown into fine rams. The red rosette here went the 
way of Jimmy Hannon, with his Annfield Dan a son of Rathkenty Beethoven. 
This winning lamb displayed many of the same attributes of his Premier 
Sale winning father with super length and a great carcass and should be a 
very popular ram amongst breeders if offered for sale. Second place in this 
class went to Richard and John Lalor with Rathkenty Dominator a son of 
thier homebred stock ram Rathkenty Alabama. While the third prize also 
went the way of the Lalors with Rathkenty Debussey also sired by Rathkenty 
Alabama taking the rosette. 

The final class of the day, the ewe lamb class saw the Lalor brothers secure 
the red rosette. Their winning ewe lamb was a full sister to their second prize 
winning ram lamb from earlier in the day and like that lamb she has a tight 
skin and great head. The second prize also went back to Co. Tipperary with 
the Lalors sending out a daughter of last year’s All-Ireland Champion ram 
lamb Rathkenty Chopin. Third prize went to local breeder Jimmy Hannon 
with a twin sister to his first prize winning ram lamb from earlier in the day.



Coolkellure Pedigree Belclare Flock
“Because you can have quantity and quality” 

Est.: 2004 (FORMERLY DUNGAILL FLOCK) Flock Code MG
Lamb Plus Recorded  | Muscle and Backfat Scanned

Sires Used

•	 MG -16-0288; Our best 2016 
ram lamb. A great carcase sheep 
– Double 5 star ram who was also 
used as a CPT ram in 2017/18. 

•	 TK-16-02179; purchased for 
€1,620 at the 2017 premier sale 
where he was the highest priced 
hogget and the 4th highest price 
overall. Sold lambs to €900 at 
2019 premier sale 

•	 MJ -17-3372; purchased for 
€1,040 at the 2017 premier sale. 
Top 1% for Days to Slaughter, Top 
4% for amb Survival and top 7% 
for Daughters milk in the May 2019 
evaluations. Sold lambs to €900 at 
2019 premier sale. 

•	 BE-18-01170; ram lamb pur-
chased at 2018 premier sale.

•	 PO-18-00969; ram lamb pur-
chased at 2018 premier sale. 

Note: We will have 25 pedigree hogget ewes scanned 
in-lamb to 5 star rams for sale – contact us 

mid October 2019.

We also breed pedigree Charollais and Hampshire Down 
sheep and Aberdeen Angus Cattle. 

Enquiries & Visitors always welcome 

Michael Gottstein 
Coolkellure House, Coolkellure

Dunmanway, Co. Cork 

087-2399755
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NSBA Championships –  
Belclare All-Ireland 
Saturday June 9th saw Cillin Hill host the NSBA championships, the high-
light of the 2018 sheep calendar, with an enormous turnout of quality sheep 
on display from most of the breed societies. This event was selected as 
the location for the 2018 Belclare All-Ireland Championship. The Supreme 
Championship found its way back to County Roscommon with Declan and 
Joe Miley when their hogget ewe was tapped forward as the overall cham-
pion. This very stylish daughter of Coolgarragh Blaze was one of the few 
hogget’s in the class to have been mated as a ewe lamb, but that had cer-
tainly not restricted her growth. The Mileys Knockcroghery flock who also 
enjoyed a super day in the Charollais ring with their females, also sent out 
the winners of the aged ewe class and the ewe lamb class. The winning ewe 
lamb was sired by Cahergal Casimiro and is sure to be taking home more 
red rosettes through out the summer. Second place also went to the Mileys 
while third place went to Richard and John Lalor.

Judge Liam Conway found his reserve champion in the form of Richard and 
John Lalors ram lamb class winner Rathkenty Dominator. Sired by the Lalors 
homebred stock ram Rathkenty Alabama, this powerful ram lamb with a 
great skin saw off a strong class to win, providing the Lalors with their third 
All-Ireland winning ram lamb in as many years. Second place in the ram 
lamb class went the way of Declan and Joe Mileys Knockcroghery Deputy, 
a rangy son of their junior stock ram Cahergal Casimiro and a grandson of 
the 2016 All-Ireland Champion ram lamb Rathkenty Beethoven. The Lalor 
brothers also took the third prize with Rathkenty Diesis, a son of Rathkenty 
Caesar. No doubt these three smart ram lambs will be back at this venue on 
August 7th for the Belclare Premier Sale.

Rathkenty Caesar himself had earlier in the day claimed the All-Ireland Ire-
land Champion Hogget ram title. This son of Rathkenty Alabama had been 
a first prize winning ram lamb at the National Show in Tullamore as well as 
at Athlone Show last year. Second prize went the way of Eunan and Mark 
Bannons Slanemore Hill Capture, a homebred ram sired by stock ram Slane-
more Hill Brow. This hogget will be offered for sale later in the year at the 
Premier Sale. The third prize also went the way of a Premier Sale bound ram 
in the shape of Rathkenty Coogee a son of LB141678.

Proceedings kicked off for the day with the Aged ram class, which went to 
the Lalors homebred stock ram RL142327, an impressive ram who was tak-
ing the All-Ireland Senior Ram title for the third year in a row. The second 
prize went to Eunan and Mark Bannon, with Slanemore Hill Brow, a smart 
two-year-old ram.
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Mustard Glazed Lamb Chops 
with Summer Salad

It is hard to beat this simple coating for lamb chops.

Serves: 4
Time: 30 minutes

• 8 lamb chops, well trimmed
• 1½ tablesp. dijon-style mustard
• 3 tablesp. brown sugar
• Salt and freshly ground black pepper

Summer Salad
• Grated zest and juice of 1 lime 
• 3 tablesp. olive oil 
• Handful of mint leaves, chopped 
• 100g soya beans or peas, cooked and 

cooled
• 250g cherry tomatoes, halved 
• 4 scallion, thinly sliced 
• 1 small red onion, peeled and thinly 

sliced 
• 2 nectarines, stones removed, cut into 

thin wedges 
• 1 avocado, peeled and cut into wedges

To serve: Steamed new potatoes

To cook the chops: Coat the chops first 
in the mustard and then in the brown 
sugar.  Season with a little salt and 
pepper. Cook on a preheated barbecue 
or grill for 3-4 minutes on each side.  

To make the salad: In a large bowl, 
whisk together the lime zest, juice 
and olive oil.  Add the beans or peas, 
cherry tomatoes, scallions, red onion, 
nectarines, avocado and most of the 
mint leaves to the dressing in the bowl 
and mix gently. Season with salt and 
black pepper. Scatter the reserved mint 
leaves over the salad.

To serve: Serve the chops with the salad 
and some steamed new potatoes.



14

Athlone Show 2018

Sunday the 24th of June saw attentions turned to Athlone Show which was 
hosting their annual show at new premises for the first time. In glorious sun-
shine, Belclare breeders presented an excellent display of sheep. 

Kicking off proceedings for the day was the hogget ram and upwards class, 
which in the end was dominated by the younger generation with hogget 
rams taking the first three places. The red rosette went the way of Richard 
and John Lalors Rathkenty Caesar, a super ram sired by Rathkenty Alabama, 
who had also stood first place in his class at the All-Ireland Championships 
two weeks previously and had taken the ram lamb class at this show last 
year. Second place went to Cahergal Carly, exhibited by Liam and Eoin 
Dunne. This well grown hogget was sired by Rathkenty Beethoven and had 
been bought at the 2017 Premier Sale by current connections. The Lalor 
brothers also took the third prize with another homebred ram, Rathkenty 
Columbus sired by LB141678, who will be presented for sale at this year’s 
Premier Sale.

The second class of the day was the ram lamb class. This provided the Lalors 
with their second winner of the day, when Rathkenty Diesis was tapped for-
ward in first place. This stylish ram, who’s dam is a former All-Ireland Cham-
pion Ewe lamb, was sired by Rathkenty Caesar. The Lalors also took the 
second prize with Rathkenty Dubawi, a January born son of Rathkenty Ala-
bama. Third prize in this class went to Liam and Eoin Dunnes Tubber flock, 

Rathkenty Caesar Rathkenty Diesis Rathkenty Circe Rathkenty Duchess
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with Tubber Denby, a sharp son of Cahergal Carly. These three ram lambs 
are also likely to be offered for sale at this years Premier Sale.

Next it was the turn of the females to take to the ring with the hogget ewe 
and upwards class. As was the case in the male’s equivalent earlier in the 
day this class was dominated by the younger generation. Taking home the 
red rosette was Rathkenty Circe a very smart hogget ewe from the Rath-
kenty flock. This hogget ewe is no stranger to the show ring and had taken 
the All-Ireland Champion ewe lamb title last year. The Lalor brothers also 
supplied the second prize winner with another hogget ewe, while the third 
prize went to Liam and Eoin Dunne. 

The final class of the day, for ewe lambs, provided the Lalors with a clean 
sweep for the day when they sent out the first and second prize winners. 
Rathkenty Duchess their winning daughter of Rathkenty Alabama is a twin 
sister of this year’s All-Ireland winning ram lamb, Rathkenty Dominator. 
Second place went to a daughter of Rathkenty Chopin, while the third prize 
went to a tight skinned daughter of Cahergal Carly, exhibited by the father 
and son team of Liam and Eoin Dunne. 

The judges final task of the day came when the four class winners stepped 
into the ring. There was little delay in awarding the Supreme Championship 
to the hogget ewe, with ewe lamb taking the Reserve Champion title.

Rathkenty Caesar Rathkenty Diesis Rathkenty Circe Rathkenty Duchess
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Clonmel Show
The largest exhibition of Belclare sheep of the year took place last Sunday at 
Clonmel Show, where all six classes were strongly contested.

Championship honours stayed local when Richard and John Lalors hog-
get ram Rathkenty Caesar was awarded the Supreme Champion. This fine 
ram was sired by Rathkenty Alabama and had earlier in the day seen off a 
strong class of hoggets to claim the first prize. Second place in the hogget 
ram class also went to the Lalors with their Rathkenty Columbus a son of 
LB141678 taking home the blue rosette. Carlow breeder Larry Barrett sup-
plied the third prize winner Annfield Crispin a smashing son of RL142335.

The Reserve Champion also went the way of the Rathkenty flock, this time 
being awarded to their hogget ewe winner Rathkenty Circe, a tight skinned 
daughter of Rathkenty Alabama, who like the Supreme Champion was win-
ning her class for the second week in a row. Second prize in the hogget ewe 
class went the way of the Lalor brothers, while the third prize went to a Larry 
Barrett produced ewe.

The show kicked off for the day with the aged ram class. Richard and John 
Lalors three time All-Ireland winning homebred ram, RL142327 took the first 
prize and in the process was also bringing up a hattrick of wins at this show. 
He saw off another Rathkenty ram, Rathkenty Bundaberg, a 2016 born son of 
Rathkenty Achilles. Third prize went the way of Liam Delaney’s Coolgarragh 
Beckham a two-year-old son of TF131634 

The Lalors final winner of the day came in the ewe lamb class. Their smart 
daughter of Supreme Champion Rathkenty Caesar was making her first ap-
pearance in the show ring and should go on to more success. Second place 
also went the way of a Rathkenty lamb in the form of another showing debu-
tante, this time sired by Rathkenty Alabama. Larry Barretts Kilmeany flock 
supplied the third prize winning lamb.

The ram lamb class saw Larry Barrett claim his first winner of the day with 
Kilmeany Donal, a sharp looking, tight skinned son of Coolgarragh Adalrich. 
Second place went to Rathkenty Debussey, a well grown son of Rathkenty 
Alabama, while the third prize also went back to Co. Carlow with Larry Bar-
retts Kilmeany Dave, a son of Violet Hill Bacla. 

The aged ewe class provided Liam Delaney with his first winner of the day, 
when his two-year-old ewe took the top honours. Larry Barrett supplied the 
second prize ewe on the day, while the third prize winning ewe came from 
Liam Delaney’s Coolgarragh flock as well.
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For Sale: Large selection of pedigree male and 
female lambs from prize winning stock. 

More than 140 Belclare Pedigree ewe flock.

Stock rams used: 
BE181217 Purchased Sheep Ireland Multi-

Breed Sale, Double 5 Star (photo)
EB174939 and EB174922 from Sheep Ireland AI Programm

Member of Sheep Ireland Lamb Plus Programme.

Eunan and Mark Bannon
Phone:  086 8560183 or 044 9340163
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Sheep 2018 - National Championships

Sheep 2018 held at the Teagasc Campus in Athenry was selected as the 
location of the 2018 Belclare Sheep National Championships. Breeders trav-
elled from all over the country to ensure there was a strong representation of 
the breed and fierce competition in the classes.

Rathkenty Caesar, a Rathkenty Alabama son took the 2018 National Belclare 
Supreme Champion title back to Co Tipperary for brothers Richard and John 
Lalor. Judge Sheena McCarthy had earlier tapped this outstanding ram for-
ward as her first placed hogget ram. Second place in the hogget ram class 
went to Rathkenty Calypso a son of last year’s All-Ireland Champion hog-
get ram Rathkenty Beethoven, who was exhibited by new Belclare breeder 
John Murphy, while the third prize went to Rathkenty Columbus a son of 
LB141678 exhibited by breeders Richard and John Lalor.

John Lalor with Supreme Champion, Judge Sheena McCarthy, Richard Lalor 
with Reserve Champion
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The Reserve Champion title also went back to Co Tipperary with Rathkenty 
Cleopatra a daughter of Rathkenty Beethoven taking the award. This super 
ewe had been selected as the first prize hogget ewe earlier in the day at the 
expense of another Rathkenty ewe, this time sired by Rathkenty Alabama, 
who took the second prize. Third prize in the hogget ewe class went to Co 
Donegal breeder Conor McDonough with a sharp homebred daughter of 
Rathkenty Anthony. 

Proceedings for the day kicked off with the ewe lamb class. A competitive 
class guaranteed that splitting these ewe lambs was no easy job. However, 
after much deliberation Rathkenty Dolly a January born daughter of Rath-
kenty Chopin was selected as the winner. Second prize also went to the 
Lalor brothers this time with a twin born daughter of Rathkenty Alabama. 
Third prize went to the Letterorr flock of Conor McDonough with a daughter 
of Rathkenty Anthony. 

The Lalors fourth winner of the day came in the ram lamb class. This class 
attracted the biggest entry of the day and it was Rathkenty Diesis who took 
home the red rosette. This smart lamb is a son of Rathkenty Caesar and out 
of a previous All-Ireland winning ewe lamb and was taking his second red 
rosette of the season after already being successful at Athlone Show. Sec-
ond place went the way of Richard and John Lalors Rathkenty Dominator a 
son of Rathkenty Alabama. This tight skinned ram had taken the All-Ireland 
Champion Ram Lamb title earlier in the year. Third prize went back to Do-
negal with Conor McDonoughs Letterorr Dakota a smart son of Rathkenty 
Anthony. Connections indicated that these three prize winning ram lambs 
will be presented for sale at the Premier Sale in Kilkenny on August 7th. 

Liam and Eoin Dunne got on the score board for the day in the aged ram 
class with JR148203 a son of TF131634. This huge ram who has taken many 
red rosettes over the last number of years was defending his 2017 Nation-
al Champion title. The Dunnes Tubber flock also supplied the winner of 
the aged ewe class with a smashing five-year-old ewe who again has been 
shown successfully for a number of years. 
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Mullingar Show
Mullingar show provided the final show of Belclares before their Premier Sale 
next month and a final chance for breeders to showcase some of their rams 
before the day.

The Hogget ram and upwards class got proceedings underway for the day and 
as has been the case for most of the season the younger generation dominated 
proceedings. Kilcock breeder John Murphy who is in his first season of showing 
Belclares supplied the winner of this first class. His super ram, Rathkenty Ca-
lypso a son of Rathkenty Beethoven was winning in Mullingar for the second 
year having taken the ram lamb class last year. Richard and John Lalor from 
Co Tipperary supplied the second prize winning ram, with their homebred hog-
get ram Rathkenty Caesar a son of Rathkenty Alabama. Local breeders Eunan 
and Mark Bannon produced Slanemore Hill Brow a 2016 born son of Rathkenty 
Apocalypse to take the third-place rosette. 

Richard and John Lalors Rathkenty flock took the second class of the day, the 
ram lamb class, with a Rathkenty Debussey, a smart looking son of Rathkenty 
Alabama. Second place also went the way of the Lalor brothers, with another 
son of Rathkenty Alabama, Rathkenty Dubawi collecting the blue rosette. Ci-
aran Coughlan, better known for successfully breeding and showing Vendeen 
sheep, made his debut in the Belclare showring when his tight skinned ram 
lamb Glen View Devil was awarded the third prize. This January born lamb is a 
son of Coolgarragh Charlie. 

John Lalor with Supreme Champion, Judge John Brooks, John and Rowie Mur-
phy with Reserve Champion.



21

The Hogget ewe and upwards class, was also dominated by the younger gen-
eration. Richard and John Lalors Rathkenty Circe, sired by Rathkenty Alabama 
was also winning at the show for the second consecutive year having been suc-
cessful as an ewe lamb in 2017. The Lalors also supplied the second placed ewe, 
another hogget this time by Rathkenty Beethoven. Third prize went to a hogget 
ewe of Eunan and Mark Bannons, sired by Rathkenty Apocalypse.

There was a fine display of ewe lambs for the final class of the day and this class 
supplied the Lalors Rathkenty flock with their third winner of the afternoon. 
Rathkenty Dame, a sharp daughter of Rathkenty Alabama took the red rosette 
while the other Rathkenty ewe lamb, also sired by Rathkenty Alabama took 
the blue rosette. Third prize went to Co. Offaly breeder Ciaran Coughlan with a 
daughter of Coolgarragh Charlie.

Judge John Brooks had one final task for the day when the four first prize win-
ners entered the ring for the championship. Richard and John Lalors hogget 
ewe Rathkenty Circe was selected as the Supreme Champion while John Mur-
phys hogget ram Rathkenty Calypso was selected as the Reserve Champion.

CORMAC TAGGING LTD. ARE NOW THE NO 1 TAG SUPPLIER 
FOR THE PEDIGREE TEXEL BREEDERS.

Brownsgrove, Tuam, Co. Galway  •  www.cormac.ie  •  sheeptagging@eircom.net

FREEPHONE 1800 303 635 FOR ELECTRONIC TAGS, 
PED CODE PRINT, DISCS 

WE WISH THE TEXEL BREEDERS 
CONTINUED SUCCESS IN 2015

Cormac Tagging.indd   1 14/04/2014   16:04

WE WISH BELCLARE BREEDERS CONTINUED SUCCESS IN 2017
CORMAC TAGGING LTD. ARE NOW PROUD TO BE  THE NO 1 ELECTRONIC TAG 

SUPPLIER FOR PEDIGREE SHEEP.

FREEPHONE 1800 303 635 FOR ELECTRONIC TAGS, PED CODE PRINT, DISCS 

Brownsgrove, Tuam, Co. Galway  • www.cormactagging.ie  •  sheeptagging@eircom.net
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Deputy Rules in Kilkenny
Knockcroghery Deputy provided Declan and Joe Miley with another Belclare 
Premier Sale Supreme Championship at Kilkenny Mart.  Judge on the day Jim 
Jeffrey selected the Mileys ram as his champion ram lamb before awarding 
him the overall championship and the O’Dea cup. This powerful ram lamb 
was sired by Cahergal Casimiro who had been purchased by the Mileys at this 
sale twelve months earlier, and who himself is a son of the 2016 Premier Sale 
Supreme Champion Rathkenty Beethoven. Knockcroghery Deputy had only 
made one public appearance before the sale when taking second prize in his 
class at the Belclare All-Ireland Championships. He later went on to sell for 
the sale topping price of €1220. 

Reserve Champion on the day was awarded to Rathkenty Dominator from the 
flock of Richard and John Lalor. This smart ram lamb was sired by Rathkenty 
Alabama and had earlier in the season been awarded the All-Ireland Cham-
pion ram lamb title. Kilkenny breeder John Renehan was keen add this ram 
lamb to his flock when going to €900 to secure him. Renehan later recouped 
his outlay when selling Violet Hill Donato, a son of Teagasc Beauty for €920.

The Champion hogget ram came from the flock of Tim Keady. His winner 
Oltore Champion a huge triplet born son of Coolkellure Ace went on to be sold 
for €860. Tim Keady also provided the second placed hogget ram in Oltore 
Cromwell a son of Oltore Brave who sold for €600.

Knockcroghery Deputy
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The second highest price of the day was secured by Declan and Joe Miley for 
their third placed ram lamb Knockcroghery Duke, again sired by Cahergal 
Casimiro, when he sold for €1000 to Offaly breeder Paul Smyth. 

Well known Cork breeder Michael Gottstein sold a brace of rams for €900. 
Firstly, he sold his 5th prize winning Coolkellure Dab a son of the 2017 Premier 
Sale top priced hogget ram Oltore Bruno, and then Coolkellure Dino a son of 
Cahergal Cassidy who himself is a full brother to Cahergal Casimiro the sire 
of the Supreme Champion.

Richard and John Lalor then sold a couple of rams for €820. First to secure this 
price was Rathkenty Dubawi a son of Rathkenty Alabama, followed by Rathken-
ty Dante a son of LB141678 who sold to pedigree breeder John McTigue.

Rathkenty Dominator

Oltore Champion and Oltore Cromwell
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COMMERCIAL TESTIMONIAL:

John Bell, National Sheep 
Farmer of the Year 2018

Belclare are the key to my 
sheep breeding programme

John Bell runs a 600-ewe flock of mainly Belclare – Texel cross ewes on his 
120-acre farm near Castletown-Geoghegan, Mullingar.  

John runs a mid-season lambing flock with lambing commencing around 
St Patricks Day. The farm is run as a low-cost grass-based paddock system, 
whereby paddocks are grazed out within four days. This ensures high quality 
grass is always available to the lambs and this has allowed John to finish the 
majority of lambs on grass alone. Lambs are sold straight to the factory from 
the beginning of June with the aim of having all lambs gone by the 1st of De-
cember. “With the higher prolificacy I have a greater number of lambs to go to 
the factory with, thus increasing the flock’s profitability. 

Over the last number of years John has found it more and more difficult to find 
staff, especially at lambing time, so with such a large number to lamb easy of 
lambing and lamb vigour are incredibly important. “The Belclare breed have 
many advantages; Quiet Temperament, Great Milkers and Very Easy to Lamb.  
The lambs are quickly on their feet to suckle”. 

John purchased his first Belclare rams over twenty years ago, to improve the 
productivity of his flock. “I have seen the scanning rates increase from 1.5 to 
2.15 using Belclare-cross ewes”. John operates a closed flock policy with all 
replacements homebred and rams bought in when necessary.
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Sheep Scab - A Major Pest 
to Sheep Production

This editorial is brought to you by Bimeda- makers of Cyperguard and Ectof-
lits sheep dips

Sheep Scab is a major concern for sheep producers as it has a significant im-
pact on the health, welfare and productivity of affected animals. 

What is Sheep Scab?

Sheep scab is a disease caused 
by the mite Psoroptes ovis which 
lives on the skin surface where 
it feeds. The faeces produced by 
the sheep scab mite cause a se-
vere allergic dermatitis resulting 
in the ‘scabby’ lesions which we 
associate with the later stages of 
the disease. 

The mites are transferred from 
animal to animal by direct con-
tact or on ‘fomites’; pieces of wool 
containing sheep scab mites. 
These mites are able to survive for 17 days without a host to feed from making 
it challenging to control and the potential for re-infection high. 

Infestations can be debilitating, have a detrimental impact on welfare and can 
lead to severe economic losses. 

Clinical signs include: 
• Restlessness 
• Rubbing against fence posts
• Soiled/stained areas of wool
• Head tossing/biting
• Pulled wool appearance leading to eventual wool loss
• Open bleeding wounds and ‘scabby’ lesions
• Loss of condition
• Death

Diagnosis - First and foremost- confirm which parasite is present. The clinical 
signs of lice and sheep scab infestation can be identical- particularly in the 
early stages.
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The other complicating factor is that both diseases are contracted in the same 
way; through poor biosecurity. Therefore this means there is nothing to pre-
vent animals from being dual infected with sheep scab and lice. Just because 
you can visualise lice it does not confirm that the animals are not also infected 
with sheep scab!  Every infected sheep will undergo a subclinical phase- this 
means that it is infected with sheep scab mites, which can be transmitted to 
other animals, but there are no visible clinical signs such as scratching/wool 
loss.

Until recently our only diagnostic tool was skin scraping- this worked well to 
detect mites in the clinical stages of disease but it was often impossible to 
find mites in the sub-clinical stage. We now have an ELISA blood test avail-
able which detects antibodies produced by the sheep in response to sheep 
scab infestation. This test is able to detect infestation from as early as 2 weeks 
post-infection and allows an opportunity to act earlier to maintain welfare and 
productivity. 

Treatment - There are four options for controlling sheep scab (table 1). A key 
consideration for parasite control strategies is ensuring that we use the cor-
rect active ingredient at the correct time. 

When we use dual endo- and ecto-parasiticides for sheep scab control (the 
macrocyclic lactones) we are targeting both internal and external parasites. 

When we dip (using Diazinon) we only target external parasites. The highest 
incidence of sheep scab occurs during the winter months. At this time of year 
gastrointestinal roundworms are generally present in lower burdens and less 
likely to cause disease requiring treatment than during the grazing season. To 
continuously expose these small burdens to anthelmintics (wormers) increas-
es the rate of development of resistance.  

A recently published paper in the UK showed the first evidence of resistance of 
the sheep scab mite to the endectocides (injectables)1. If you have any doubts 
about whether a sheep scab treatment has been effective or not then please 
report it to the manufacturer as well as asking your own vet to investigate and 
determine if treatment has been successful. While resistance has been con-
firmed in a small number of flocks in the UK, it is important to remember that 
there are many other reasons why treatment may either be unsuccessful or 
appear to be unsuccessful and, if handled correctly, it is possible to eradicate 
resistant mites from your flock.  Remember that the sheep scab mite can sur-
vive for 17 days without a host to feed from so re-infection must be controlled 
by using a product/protocol which provides protection for longer than this or 
by moving them to clean grazing/housing.
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Prevention - Good biosecurity is key to controlling this disease. It is impossi-
ble to tell simply by looking at animals if they have been recently exposed to 
Psoroptes ovis. In the early stages the disease can be asymptomatic with no 
visible evidence of itchy sheep. Just because the animals do not appear to be 
itchy and do not have pulled wool/bald patches/lesions, it does not mean that 
they are not carrying sheep scab mites. 

When purchasing new animals they should either be presumed infected and 
treated or, preferably, the ELISA blood test should be utilised to assess the 
risk. The flock should be kept separate from other sheep at the periphery of 
the farm (e.g. double fencing).

About the Author - Rachel Mallet is a Veterinary Surgeon, who now works 
as a Professional Services Vet providing technical support to vets, SQPs and 
farmers in the UK. Rachel is passionate about animal health and about pro-
moting best practice and preventative medicine amongst farmers

Date Editorial Prepared: April 2018

Consult your vet or SQP before using any medicines for ectoparasite control 

References: 1. First evidence of resistance to macrocyclic lactone in Psorop-
tes ovis sheep scab mites in the UK. Emma Doherty, Stewart Burgess, Sian 
Mitchell, Richard Wall. Veterinary Record (2018) doi:10.1136/vr.104657

Table 1. Active Ingredients Licenced for the control of sheep scab

Group Active Ingredient Preparation Notes

Organophosphate dip Diazinon Dip
Dipping treats and 
protects for up to 4 weeks

Cypermethrin dip
Cypermethrin high 
cis

Dip As above

Macrocyclic Lactones

Ivermectin Injectable
2 injections 7 days apart 
and move to clean area

Doramectin Injectable
1 injection and move to 
clean area

Moxidectin 1% Injectable 2 injections 10 days apart

Moxidectin 2% Injectable
1 injection provides 60 
days protection
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Available at your local stockist. For further information contact 
Bimeda on 1850 515253 or see www.bimeda.ie

ECTOFLY 
The Solution for 
Every Season

POUR-ON SOLUTION FOR SHEEP

4  Powerful Traditional OP Dip

4  For the prevention and    
 treatment of blowfly strike,   
 keds, lice and scab

4  3L treats 500 sheep

CYPERGUARD
4 Non OP Sheep Dip

4 Up to 9 weeks’    
 protection against    
 blowfly strike

4 For the prevention and   
 treatment of blowfly   
 strike, lice, keds, ticks   
 and sheep scab

ECTOFLITS

60% w/v Diazinon

10% w/v Cypermethrin
Available sizes: 500ml, 1 litre & 2 litre

Ectofly contains 1.25% w/v High Cis 
(80:20) Cypermethrin

4 Blowfly Strike
 (Summer & Autumn)

4   Lice (Winter & Spring)

4  Ticks (Spring to Autumn)

4  Head Flies (Summer)

4  2.5L & 5L pack sizes

Cyperguard
New pack size: 

500ml now 
available
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The Sheep Ireland €uroStars 

What are the €uroStars - The €uroStars are simply the way in which Sheep 
Ireland display genetic evaluations for performance recorded animals, rang-
ing from 1 Star to 5 Star, based on their potential ability to return a profit.

Why are genetic evaluations important? – Many farmers make decisions on 
animal breeding based on individual animal performance, for example only 
selecting ewe lambs or rams that were born as twins in a bid to try and in-
crease the scanning rate of the flock through genetics. While genetics has a 
considerable role to play in a flock’s pregnancy scanning result, this selection 
method will not yield the flock considerable gains. The best methods to in-
crease the genetic potential of a flock in this example are to use the genetic 
evaluations to select for number of lambs born. 

To make progress it is essential that we consider a broader range of infor-
mation connected to that particular animal – how have her other siblings 
performed? How have her parents and their siblings performed? Until such 
time as this information is known it is not possible to make properly informed 
breeding decisions which will positively impact on flock output. This is why 
detailed and accurate performance recording is critical to delivering improve-
ments to the Irish sheep industry.

Quality of genetic evaluations 

There is one very important piece of information that Sheep Ireland need all 
users of the €uroStar evaluations to know. There are ‘Good Quality’ genetic 
evaluations and ‘Bad Quality’ genetic evaluations. There are a number of crit-
ical ingredients that Sheep Ireland requires to deliver good quality genetic 
evaluations to Irish sheep farmers, all equally important: 

1.	Ancestry information for the breed in question – Having a depth of an-
cestry information is critical to linking up and tying together all the perfor-
mance records that we have for each bloodline. Take the example highlight-
ed earlier – without knowing the family tree of the animal in question; it is 
impossible to assess their performance.

What’s the objective?

To provide pedigree and commercial farmers 
with more information to aid the selection 

of the best breeding to enter their flock
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2.	Accurate ancestry information – With the best will in the world there are 
many practical difficulties associated with assigning accurate parentage to 
all lambs at birth. From mating time to lambing time there are many oppor-
tunities for accurate data capture to fall down, a ram break-in, mis-moth-
ering in the lambing shed, genuine recording errors, etc, etc. Accurate par-
entage verification can be helped greatly by DNA technologies and this will 
be one of the major benefits of genomics for the Irish sheep industry.

3.	Lots of performance records – To build up an accurate picture of the ge-
netic potential of a particular bloodline a large number of records are re-
quired. A high volume of performance records makes identifying the top 
and bottom performing bloodlines much easier. The more ram breeders 
that performance record their flock, the more data that is generated across 
all the various bloodlines, to the benefit of both the ram breeder and ram 
buyer.

Where can I find Performance Recorded Belclare Rams?

Sheep Ireland launched an Online Ram Search 6 years ago, which can be 
found at www.sheep.ie. This gives commercial and pedigree farmers the op-
portunity to search for performance recorded rams. Farmers have the ability 
to search by county, breed, or the Index they wish to purchase their ram on. 
Farmers can also use this to search to check out performance recorded rams 
that may already be in their flock. Farmers can also find the list of 2019 Lamb-
Plus breeders on the Sheep Ireland website. A large number of Belclare rams 
will also be present at the Sheep Ireland Elite €uroStar Multi Breed Ram Sale 
which will take place this year on Saturday 24th August, in Tullamore Mart.

Are the €uro-Star Indexes working?

The answer is yes. The data that is presented is all data that was collected on 
Central Progeny Test flocks, by Sheep Ireland Technicians. The data shows 
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that 5-star animals are consistently outperforming 1-star animals on all traits. 
5-Star animals have almost 5% less lambing difficulty than their 1-Star coun-
terparts, as well as being 2.6kg heavier at weaning, and having a lighter Ewe 
Mature weight. All these traits are combining to leave more money in farmers 
pockets.

What is happening in Sheep Ireland?

Updates to Genetic Evaluations

The genetic evaluations that Sheep Ireland produce are now Across-Breed. 
The €uro-Value that each animal receives is now comparable to animals 
from a different breed. However, the Stars that appear on each animal is 
still a within breed rating. The benefit of this is that if a commercial farmer 
is looking for a specific breed of ram, he will be able to select his ram based 
on the stars. However, if a commercial farmer is looking for a ram from any 
breed with the high Replacement index, he will be able to select based on 
the €uro-Value.

LambPlus 

The performance recording programme for pedigree sheep breeders and com-
mercial sheep farmers. Just over 700 flocks are involved in LambPlus for 2019, 
this marks the highest level of sheep performance recording ever seen in Ire-
land. LambPlus has a suite of new web screens for pedigree breeders to record 
flock data and to view performance reports. It also offers facilities such as an 
inbreeding checker, lambing report, Ram report, genomic ordering and results 
screens, and much more.

Central Progeny Test 

The CPT is the only such pro-
gramme of its kind in the 
northern hemisphere and tests 
various sheep bloodlines on a 
Terminal and Maternal basis. 
Daughters from all rams used 
are retained in the programme 
to assess their maternal traits. 
Daughters of rams used in the 
first CPT season in 2010 are 
still producing lambs and per-
formance data across our CPT 
flocks today. This maternal 
data is critical to the Sheep 
Ireland programme.

Teagasc Art: Sire of 2019 CPT Lambs. All the 
data collected on the lambs, feeds back into 
Arts’ evaluations.
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Inaugural Sheep Ireland Genetics Conference and Awards

In December 2018, Sheep Ireland held its first Genetics Conference and 
Awards. The top award on the night was the “Highest Achieving LambPlus 
Flock 2018”. Laurence Barrett of Kilmeany Belclares was the deserving win-
ner of this prestigious award. Laurence has been performance recording his 
Belclare flock through the LambPlus programme since its origins in 2009, 
and he has always strived to produce the highest index stock as he can. When 
selecting his replacement females, Laurence always uses the €uro-Stars as a 
selection tool, in the word of the man himself “Champions for showcase, €uro-
Stars for breeding”. By using €uro-Star as a selection tool when selecting his 
replacement females Laurence feels he has improved the performance of his 
flock. The other award that was up for grabs on the night was the “Most Im-
proved LambPlus Flock 2018”, for which Daniel McKenna of Pallas Belclares 
was a worthy nominee.

How to find out more Information about Sheep Ireland

If you wish to join LambPlus or find out more about the €uroStar evaluations 
please visit the Sheep Ireland Website at www.sheep.ie or alternatively, con-
tact us on 023 882 0451, or e-mail us at query@sheep.ie. You can also find 
us on  Facebook &  Twitter for weekly updates. 



Rathkenty
Est 2013 Flock Code: RL

Sires Used:
RL-14-2327: Three time All-Ireland Champion Belclare Ram 2016-18. 
An outstanding homebred ram, with an excellent carcase. (picture 2)

Rathkenty Alabama: 2016 National Shearling Champion. A homebred 
five-star ram. Sire of the All-Ireland Champion ram lambs 2017 and 2018 
(picture above), and All-Ireland Champion Hogget Ram 2018 

Rathkenty Caesar: All-Ireland and National Champion Hogget ram 
2019. Very stylish ram, with super length. (picture 3)

Rathkenty Calypso: Champion ram Mullingar Show 2019. Son of 
Premier Sale Champion Rathkenty Beethoven

Rathkenty Cheetah: Powerful Homebred ram. Has some super lambs 
on the ground.



Enquiries & Visitors always welcome.
Richard and John Lalor
Rathkenty, Lisronagh, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary
Tel.: 085 147 6892 or 086 122 3478 Email: jrlalor@yahoo.co.uk

 Rathkenty Texels and Belclares 
Also Breeders of Pedigree Texel Sheep and Hereford Cattle

2018 Flock Achievements:
•	 Premier Sale: Reserve Champion 

•	 Supreme Champion Mullingar Show

•	 Reserve Champion All-Ireland Championships 

•	 Supreme and Reserve Champion National Championships

•	 Supreme and Reserve Champion Athlone Show

•	 Supreme and Reserve Champion Clonmel Show

•	 Top Priced ram Tullow Sale

•	 Top Priced ram Raphoe Sale

•	 Top Priced ram Roscommon Sale

•	 Every lamb to win a rosette at the All-Irelands and National Champion-
ships was either sired by a Rathkenty ram or by a son of a Rathkenty 
ram.

Picture 2 Picture 3
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Plan a Breeding Strategy 
for Your Flock

Damian Costello, Sheep Specialist, Teagasc Animal & Grassland Research & 
Innovation Programme, Mellows Centre, Athenry

When it comes to profitability of a sheep enterprise it’s a numbers game – 
number of lambs reared per ewe is a key determinant of the overall financial 
performance of your sheep system. Numerous Teagasc studies as well as 
information coming from the Teagasc Better Farm programme have shown 
that female progeny from Belclare rams have the capacity to wean 1.7 to 1.8 
lambs per ewe joined. In analyzing data from the Teagasc Research Demon-
stration Farm, Bohan et al 2017 concluded that increasing weaning rate 
from 1.5 to 1.8 lambs weaned per ewe increased net profit by €336/ha on 
average across all stocking rate groups carried on the farm. Increasing flock 
prolificacy has the greatest impact on profitability and should be the first 
priority to change at farm level. Assuming the current level of management 
and labour availability on your farm allows for increasing prolificacy of the 
ewe flock a few easy to implement breeding strategies will see you develop 
a higher output flock in 4 to 5 years.

Key Breeding Decisions

The following are among the key considerations when planning a breeding 
strategy to increase the output of your flock:

• Will you breed your own replacements or purchase new breeding stock?
• If breeding your own, what ram breed will you choose?
• How many ewes do you need to breed to maternal sire to generate enough 

replacements from within your flock? 
• Do you have a plan to record at birth best potential home-bred replace-

ments and can your system identify poorly performing ewes for culling?

Closed flock or Purchase breeding stock

The preferred option is to produce replacements from within your own flock. 
There are many advantages to having a closed flock, not least reducing the 
risk of buying in disease. It will also put you firmly in control of the ewe breed 
that will make up your flock into the future. The system allows you to breed 
your best performing ewes from the flock with a high genetic merit maternal 
sire.
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Ram selection to breed own replacements

To produce prolific replacements you will need to select an appropriate ram. 
Typically breeds such as Belclare, Blue-faced Leicester or some other prolific 
breed are chosen. When sourcing a ram to purchase pay particular attention 
to the €uro value of the animal on the Sheep Ireland index system. As the 
primary function of this ram is to breed replacements, focus on the replace-
ment index values in particular. This index ranks the animal on expected 
maternal performance such as milk yield, lamb survival and ease of lambing. 
Also take note of the accuracy associated with the index values. The higher 
the accuracy the greater the confidence you can have that the values reflects 
the animals true performance potential.

Number of ewes to maternal rams to breed adequate replacements

In practice this system means that you will be running at least two groups 
of ewes during the mating season. One group with a maternal sire breed to 
produce replacements, the remainder of the ewes will generally be mated 
with terminal sire breeds with the focus on carcase production. The current 
weaning rate of your flock will determine what proportion of the ewe flock 
that needs to be mated to a maternal ram in order to produce enough re-
placements. Table 1 below outlines this based on a 23% replacement rate. 
These calculations are based on the assumption that about 50% of lambs 
reared will be female and are minimum figures which allows for very little 
further selection. It is advisable to increase the proportion of ewes mated to 
maternal rams in order to give you more ewe lambs to choose from and also 
take account of the year where a higher proportion of lambs reared turn out 
to be male.

Table 1 Lowland Flocks – Minimum % ewes bred to a maternal sire based on 
current weaning rate to achieve 23% replacement rate  

Number of lambs reared 
per ewe joined

Percentage of ewes required to 
produce ewe replacements

1.1 47

1.3 39

1.5 34

1.7 30

1.9 27
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Importance of a simple recording system

Record keeping need not be an onerous task. All that is required is a simple 
system to identify potential replacements as well as a method of permanently 
identifying animals that need to be culled. Selecting home bred replacements 
should ideally take place in two phases:

At birth a “panel” is chosen using criteria such as lambs born without assis-
tance, vigorous and up sucking quickly, dam has lots of milk and good moth-
ering ability. With EID tagging now mandatory why not get some value for the 
extra cost of this by using EID tags to identify these potential replacements 
at birth. Some farmers insert management discs along with tags where they 
are EID tagging all lambs at birth.

The second phase of the selection process should take place at first draft-
ing or weaning whichever comes first. To pass this inspection lambs must be 
structurally sound, healthy and well grown for their age. You have now select-
ed your “starting team” of replacements for future breeding

Hard culling to remove problem ewes will speed up the improvement of a 
flocks breeding potential. It is especially important at lambing time to identify 
culls with a tag or ear notch. You must balance replacement cost with the ben-
efits of strict culling. If for some reason you decide to keep poor performers 
ensure they are mated to your terminal sire so that progeny go for slaughter 
and are not kept as replacements.

Use coloured discs with EID tags to identify replacements
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Kilmeany Belclares
Laurence Barrett

Winner 2018
of

Highest Achieving
LambPlus Flock 2018
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History of the Belclare Sheep

This year will see the 35th anniversary of the Belclare sheep in Ireland. While 
there had been some talk of the Belclare in the late 1970s and early 80s, it 
wasn’t until 1982 that the first Belclare rams became available for sale. 

The Belclare sheep was first developed by Dr. J.P. Hanrahan a scientist in 
sheep breeding who had spent time in Australia and saw the necessity to 
raise the lamb numbers of the national sheep flock where at the time stood 
at around 125%. A number of trials were carried out on different breeds of 
sheep that were known to produce triplets, before a trial was carried out that 
involved Finnish Landrace rams on Galway ewes. Lleyn sheep were next intro-
duced to the Finnish Landrace - Galway cross, which formed the nucleus of 
the Belclare sheep breed. After considerable interest had been expressed by 
farmers nationwide into the Belclare breed, An Forus Taluntais (Now known 
as Teagasc) in Belclare, where the breed had been developed and gained their 
name from, decided to host a sale whereby 85 pedigree rams would be sold, 
all at fixed prices. Buyers came from 20 counties, with Wicklow, Carlow, Wex-
ford and Kilkenny sheep breeders accounting for 45 of the sales. The Institute 
also made a select pool of rams available to farmers in Co. Galway for use on 
synchronised ewes. The farmers involved included 16 members of the Galway 
Sheep Breed Society and 13 commercial farmers. Following the success of 
the 1982 sale, a further ram sale was held each autumn from 1983 to 1985. By 
the conclusion of the 1983 sale, rams had been purchased by farmers from 24 
of the 26 counties. A number of these purchasers of the early Belclare rams 
realised the demand there was for Belclare rams and expressed an interest in 
acquiring pedigree Belclare ewes to supply this demand, thus leading to the 
formation of the Belclare Sheep Society. The first Belclare Society comprised 
of: President - Dr. J.P. Hanrahan, Chairman Mr PJ O’Dea, Secretaries – Mr Pat 
O’Dea and Mr Joe Teasdale, Committee – Mr Niall Connolly, Mr Pat Carey and 
Mr Tom Sice. Initially these farmers contributed their rams to the set of rams 
that were sold by the Institute each autumn before the development of their 
own sale. The first sale of Belclare rams by the Belclare Sheep Society was 
held in 1985 in Kilkenny, where the Belclare Premier Sale has remained ever 
since.

The first Belclare sheep were called Belclare improvers and had a large amount 
of Finnish Landrace blood. While the objective of developing a breed that had 
a high litter size was achieved, these early Belclares lacked substance and 
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conformation, and farmers were struggling to finish lambs of a grass based 
diet. To rectify this problem the Belclare ewes were crossed with Texel rams 
to produce what was termed the Belclare Mark II from which todays Belclare 
sheep have originated.

The Belclare sheep that are found on farms today are very different to their 
ancestors that started the breed almost 40 years ago. Infusions of Texel blood, 
coupled with rigorous selection and culling by dedicated Belclare breeders 
resulted in the sheep that are seen on farms nowadays. This has allowed the 
Belclare not only to command the premier position as a maternal sire but also 
allows it to compete with terminal sire breeds as a breed that is able to sire 
rapidly growing fleshy lambs, which farmers have found are capable of being 
finished off grass just as quickly as the terminal breeds.

Kilflynn Flock
Sheep Ireland | LambPlus Recorded

Quality stock always for sale
Sires Used: 
•	Kilflynn Amigo 

TOP 1% TERMINAL, TOP 7% REPLACEMENT

•	Cahergal Colton

Visitors and Enquiries Welcome
Also breeders of Pedigree Aberdeen,

Angus and Hereford Cattle
Michael Neenan, Dromkee, Kilflynn, Tralee, Co. Kerry tel. 0872777721



2017 Achievements
•	 1st and 2nd prize aged ewes at All Ireland 

Championships
•	 1st and 3rd prize hogget ewe at All Ireland 

Championships
•	 2nd prize ram lamb at All Ireland 

Championships
•	 1st prize ewe lamb at All Ireland  

Championships
•	 Overall champion at All Ireland with 

hogget ewe

•	 1st and 3rd prize ram lamb at premier sale
•	 Overall champion at Kilkenny Premier 

Sale and top price
•	 Champion at Raphoe Sale
•	 Champion at Roscommon Sale
•	 Female of the year

Premier Sale
Overall champion on 10 occasions

Tullamore Show
•	 Overall Champion on 11 occasions
•	 Reserve champion on 8 occasions
•	 Female of the year on 10 occasions

Knockcroghery Pedigree Flock
Est 1998 Flock Code MY

“The home of 
Champions”

Stock always for sale
Enquiries welcome
Declan and Joe Miley
Ballyglass, Knockcroghery.  Co Roscommon

TEL 086 8620013
Email: knockcrogherypedigrees@gmail.com

 Facebook Declan Miley
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Membership Application Form 

 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________ 
 
 
 
Tel:________________ Mobile:____________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________ 
 
I ______________________(insert name) wish to apply for membership to the Belclare 
Sheep Society. I agree to be bound by the terms and conditions of the society and agree to 
pay €127.00 joining fee & €1 for one share in the Society. I understand that I need to possess 
at least three pure bred registered Belclare Ewes to become a member of the Belclare sheep 
society 
 
Signed _______________________  Date:________________________ 
 
Pedigree identifiers of Belclare ewes currently in flock (min 3). Please note Pedigree 
Certificates for the females must be included with this application. These will be 
returned to you by the secretary. 
 
   
   
   
   
 
Post Completed application form with membership fees to: Mr. Michael Neenan, Dromakee, 
Kilflynn, Tralee, Co. Kerry. Tel: 087-2777721. The cheque / postal order for €128 (joining 
fee plus one share in society) must be made out to the Belclare Sheep Society.  
 

S H E E P  S O C I E T Y
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Phone: 052 915 3102      Email: eurotags@mull-coop.ie
Mullinahone, Thurles, Co.Tipperary, E41 YV05.

https://tags.mullinahonecoop.ie

  EID Bubblegum Sheep Tags 
The EID Bubblegum tags come with the FDX(B) transponder 

located in the male pin of the tag which gives an excellent read from any orientation.

€0.95 inc VAT per tag.
Please order in 

multiples of 10 tags.

Bubblegum EID/Visual Tag Set

Please order in 
multiples of 5 tag sets.

€1.18 inc VAT per tag set.

EID symbol denotes 
the Electronic Tag.

The most competitively priced Electronic Sheep Tags on the Irish Market

Bubblegum EID Slaughter Tag

Bubblegum Tagger
   €20 inc VAT.

  Applies both Bubblegum EID Slaughter Tag and 
Bubblegum EID/Visual Tag Sets.

Est 1893

BELCLARE AD MAY19.indd   1 21/05/2019   15:19
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Notes
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Belclare Sheep Breed Society
Reginald Annette 106 Carginagh Road, Kilkeel, Co. Down, N Ireland BT34 4QA +447713-152695

Eunan Bannon, Slanemore Hill, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath  044-9340163

Eoghan Barrett Alloon, Ballymacward, Ballinasloe, Co. Galway 087-7690793

Larry Barrett  Kilmeany, Carlow 086-8552452

Roy Butler Moatland, Streete, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath  087-2030333

James Callan Greenhills, Donadea, Naas, Co. Kildare 085-1109320

Frank Campion Luskenagh, Ballydaniel, Co. Kilkenny 087-2189582

Shane Carroll Coltstown, Castledermot, Co. Kildare 087-3211715

Jeremiah Antony Collins Shiplake, Dunmanway, Co. Cork 086-8036063

Martin Cosgrave  Glenteige, Edermine, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford  087-9022211

Ciáran Coughlan Noggus, Ferbane, Co. Offaly 086-8229900

Barry Cunningham Togher, Tuam, Co. Galway 087-7792129

Liam Delaney  Coolgarragh, Ballylinan, Athy, Co. Laois  087-6471134

Peter Drought Gurtins, Saltmills, New Ross, Co. Wexford 087-2385946

Liam & Eoin Dunne  Gurteen, Tubber, Moate, Co. Offaly  086-8552730

Hannah Kate & Tom Finn Derrynanool, Mitchelstown, Co. Cork 086-3400369

Neil & Ann Forde Kilnacrott, Ballyjamesduff, Co. Cavan 086-8874545

Ann Gayson Boulteen, Enniskeane, Co. Cork 086-2796044

Michael Gawn 118 Parkgate Rd, Kells, Ballymena, Co. Antrim, BT 423PQ +447511936799

Michael Gottstein Coolkellure Hse, Coolkellure, Dunmanway, Co. Cork 087-2399755

Jimmy Hannon Islandmore, Kilmaine, Co. Mayo 087-2300403

Tim Hourihan Ballyshoneen, Waterfall, Co. Cork 086-3289559

Charles J Hughes Lawhill, Westport, Co. Mayo 086-3897646

Sony Jennings  Cahergal, Tuam, Co. Galway  087-2198913

Tim Keady Oltore House, Caherlistrane, Co. Galway 086-8414063

Henry Kee Glenafton, Welchtown, Ballybofey, Co. Donegal  087-2564292

Mary Kelly Chester Hse, Clonmannon, Ashford, Co. Wicklow 087-2480695

John Kennedy Dranagh, St. Mullins, Carlow via Kilkenny 087-4686863

Richard & John Lalor  Rathkenty, Lisronagh, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary 086-1223478

Liam & JJ McDermott Chree House, Bredagh Glen, Moville, Co. Donegal  087-2397000
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Belclare Sheep Breed Society (CONT.)

Conor McDonough Milltown, Carndonagh, Co. Donegal  086-1256303

Daniel McKenna Pallas, Beaufort, Killarney, Co. Kerry 086-6094915

Christopher McLaughlin Beltra, Isle of Doagh, Clonmany, Co. Donegal  086-0598243

John McTigue Ballynulty, Cloghans Hill, Tuam, Co. Galway 087-9135865

Declan & Joe Miley  Ballyglass, Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon  086-8620013

John Murphy Ballinahinch Hse, Nicholastown, Kilcock, Co. Kildare 087-2771595

Frank Morrison Cluntagh Hse, 68 Ballytrim Rd, Crossgar, Downpatrick, BT30 9 +447909695014

Michael Neenan  Dromakee, Kilflynn, Tralee, Co. Kerry  087-2777721

P.J & Mary Jo O’Dea  Esker, Athenry, Co. Galway  091-848037

Paraic O’ Dea Ard Grianan, Esker, Athenry, Co. Galway 085-7745928

Nigel & Larry O’Rourke Carrigeen, Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon 086-2026223

Antaine Ó Sé Smerwick, Ballyferriter, Tralí, Co. Kerry 087-2272145

Lisa O’ Sullivan Killrowan Farm, Ardnacknockeen, Killorglin, Co. Kerry 087-2122773

John Renehan  Violet Hill, Johnstown, Co. Kilkenny  086-8153324

John Somers  Bolaney, Hollyfort, Gorey, Co. Wexford  087-9254100

Paul Smyth  Aharny, Tullamore, Co. Offaly  087-6781673

Edmond Stanton  Knocklass, Ladys Bridge, Castlemartyr, Co. Cork 086-2260423

Teagasc C/O Henry Walsh, Mellows Campus, Athenry, Co. Galway 087-7690677



Society Contact Details: 
Mr. Michael Neenan,

Killflynn, Tralee, Co. Kerry. 
t: 087-2777721

e: belclaresec@gmail.com
w: www.belclaresheep.org

LIST OF SALES IN 2019
Kilkenny Premier Sale  6th August

Raphoe 14th August

Tullamore (SHEEP IRELAND) 24th August

Tullow (MULTI-BREED SALE) 4th September

Blessington (MULTI-BREED SALE) 28th September

Roscommon 28th September D
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